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day operations and its long range planning, as
well as compiling the County’s annual budget.
Wade was also instrumental in assisting the
County in guiding the development of
MidAmerica airport and the St. Clair County
extension of MetroLink. Wade also has acted
as the County Board’s Vice-Chairman since
1991. He served on the St. Clair County Plan-
ning Commission since it was formed in 1989.

In his tradition of fine public service, Wade
was also named officeholder of the year in
1986 by the Belleville Democratic Committee.
As a true public servant, he also finds the time
to volunteer his services to senior citizens
throughout the area. In 1973, as Chairman of
the St. Clair County Board, I appointed Wade
to the Advisory Board for the Programs and
Services for Older Persons program spon-
sored by Southwestern Illinois Community Col-
lege. In recognition of his efforts, the East-
West Gateway Coordinating Council awarded
Wade a lifetime achievement for outstanding
public service in 1996.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the service of Mr. Wade Brunsman
and wish he, his wife Barbara, his daughter
Barbara Ann and the rest of his family, the
very best in the future.
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Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

express my profound and sincere sadness on
the recent death of Rabbi Sholom Klass of
Brooklyn, NY. After a long illness, the Rabbi
died on January 17, 1999 at age 83. Rabbi
Klass was truly a giant in Jewish life and an
educator to both Jew and non-Jew, alike, on
the beauty of G-d’s law. Rabbi Klass was an
inspirational leader who stood up for morality
in the modern world. The Rabbi was a premier
teacher of Torah, a pioneer in Anglo-Jewish
journalism, and a passionate advocate for the
Jewish people.

Rabbi Klass was one of the most important
influences for promoting Jewish traditions in
our Nation’s history. As one of the greatest
disseminators of Jewish learning in modern
times, the Rabbi taught a weekly class in Tal-
mud for more than 50 years. In addition, he
authored ‘‘Response of Modern Judaism’’ (3
volumes). His dedication to spreading Torah
into all Jewish homes led many to return to
their Jewish roots and to celebrate their herit-
age. Indeed, he gave all, even those of us
who are not Jewish, insights and an apprecia-
tion for the richness of Judaism.

One of the Rabbi’s greatest achievements
was his creation of The Jewish Press. In
1960, to promulgate Judaic thought and opin-
ion, he created The Jewish Press out of sec-
ular Brooklyn Daily. Beloved as the news-
paper’s publisher and columnist for 40 years,
he educated and nurtured an understanding of
Jewish concerns and turned the paper into the
world’s largest Anglo-Jewish weekly—with
500,000 copies distributed each week. Many
readers, in New York and around the world,
say they looked to the Rabbi’s writings to
guide them through daily life.

Since the paper’s creation, Rabbi Klass con-
ducted a regular question-and-answer column

on Jewish law. A renowned author and schol-
ar, who was blessed with a photographic
memory, he tackled the gamut of biblical and
Talmudic law. I understand that, over 40
years, the Rabbi responded to more than
20,000 questions, on issues ranging from the
use of electricity on the Sabbath to the To-
rah’s view on organ transplants. In his scared
writings, he found a solution for every modern
contingency of the human condition.

I get a great pleasure learning from, and
writing for, The Jewish Press. I always appre-
ciated the kindness that Rabbi Klass showed
me in allowing me to be part of his incredible
newspaper. Rabbi Klass was a wonderful, in-
fluential and talented man who used his abili-
ties for great public service.

Finally, in addition to his dedication to
spreading an understanding of Torah, through
his teachings and his newspaper, Rabbi Klass
was a powerful advocate for the Jewish peo-
ple and the world over. His support for the
State of Israel and for Orthodox Judaism was
instrumental in formulating national and inter-
national policies. He was a distinguished
member of the Directorate of the Rabbinical
Alliance. With the death of Rabbi Sholom
Klass, the world has lost a moral leader of
great magnitude.

I want to extend my heartfelt and deepest
condolences to the family of Rabbi Klass—to
his wife, Irene, to his two daughters, Naomi
Mauer and Mindy Greenwald, and to his
grandchildren and great grandchildren. May
they be comforted among the mourners of
Zion and Jerusalem.
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Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, the following
is a list of rollcall votes I recently missed and
how I would have voted had I been present:

JANUARY 31, 2000

No. 2—Days of Remembrance: H. Con.
Res. 244, Holocaust remembrance. Yea.

No. 3—Hillory J. Farias Date-Rape Preven-
tion Act, Senate amendments to H.R. 2130.
Yea.

FEBRUARY 1, 2000

No. 4—Child Abuse Prevention & Enforce-
ment Act, Senate amendment to H.R. 764.
Yea.

No. 5—Taiwan Security Enhancement Act,
H.R. 1838. Yea.

No. 6—Motion to Instruct Conferees on H.R.
2990, Quality Care for the Uninsured Act. Yea.

FEBRUARY 2, 2000

No. 7—Workplace Goods Job Growth and
Competitiveness Act, H.R. 2005. Nay.

FEBRUARY 8, 2000

No. 8—Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Com-
mission, Senate amendment to H.R. 1415.
Yea.

No. 9—Poison Control Center Enhancement
and Awareness, S. 632. Yea.

No. 10—Honoring the Former Speaker of
the House, Carl B. Albert, H. Res. 418. Yea.

FEBRUARY 10, 2000

No. 11—Journal for Wednesday, 2/9/00.
Yea.

No. 12—Rule (Marriage Tax Penalty Relief).
Nay.

No. 13—Rangel substitute (Marriage Tax
Penalty Relief). Yea.

No. 14—Hill of Indiana motion to recommit
(Marriage Tax Penalty Relief). Aye.

No. 15—Marriage Tax Penalty Relief Act
(final passage), H.R. 6. Nay.

FEBRUARY 14, 2000

No. 16—National Donor Day, H. Con. Res.
247. Yea.

No. 17—Child Abuse and Neglect, H. Con.
Res. 76. Yea.

FEBRUARY 15, 2000

No. 18—H.R. 3557, Gold Medal for Cardinal
O’Connor. Yea.

No. 19—H.R. 3642, Gold Medal to Charles
M. Schulz. Yea.

No. 20—H.R. 3201, Carter G. Woodson
Home National Historic Site Study Act. Yea.

No. 21—Approval of the Journal for Mon-
day, February 14, 2000. Yea.
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Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, no one
I know loved Tampa more than Shirley Ryals
and no one I know worked harder to make our
community a better place. Her passing is a
tremendous loss for all of us.

I will never forget Shirley’s incredibly self-
less devotion to countless causes; her cour-
age; her grace; her sense of humor, including
her willingness to laugh at herself; and her re-
markable ability to relate to people. Shirley did
not hesitate to stand up for what she believed
in. She often prevailed and got things done
because people knew that she respected and
appreciated them and that she was always
thinking about what was best for our commu-
nity.

Shirley Ryals did not understand the mean-
ing of the word cannot. Such a word didn’t
exist in her vocabulary. Her approach was
simply that anything was possible if you work
hard and dedicate yourself to accomplishing a
goal. Her work to bring three Superbowls to
Tampa is a testament to that, as is the end-
less list of other good works she did to better
our community.

Through the Tampa Junior Women’s Club,
she established the Tampa Oral School for the
Deaf, the first preschool program in
Hillsborough County that allowed families to
keep their children at home instead of sending
them hundreds of miles away for an edu-
cation. The program has helped thousands of
children emerge from their sounds of silence
and is now a part of the Hillsborough County
Public School System.

Her achievements, activities and honors are
almost too numerous to mention. She was
named Tampa’s 1995 Citizen of the Year. She
served as a trustee for the University of
Tampa and the Tampa Bay Performing Arts
Center and as an executive committee mem-
ber of the American Red Cross, Hillsborough
Community College Foundation and Outback
Bowl Foundation. She was also on the Florida
State Fair Authority and on the boards of the
Boys & Girls Clubs, Boy Scouts of America, H.
Lee Moffitt Cancer Center Foundation and
many other groups.
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